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CELEBRATING OUR FIRST 40 YEARS 
For our 40TH anniversary, we cele-
brated with three quotes from Robin 
Wall Kimmerer’s �������������������. 
Following are excerpts from the words I 
prepared for the event.

For me, “ALL FLOURISHING IS 
MUTUAL” is a huge, glaring, important 
truth. In my opinion, the violence we’re 
witnessing in the world and in our local 

communities is due to the lack of attention to just this. If we 
are not all fl ourishing, then we are destined to be unsafe, to 
lack resources, and to suff er trauma aft er trauma. And actu-
ally, the world has not changed so much. Some of us are just 
now waking up to what has been present for a very long time.

If “All fl ourishing is mutual” is true, then restoration is how we 
can make it so. “RESTORATION IS A POWERFUL ANTI-
DOTE TO DESPAIR.” Restoration means restoring humanity, 
creating and nurturing relationship, it means accountability, 
it means healing, It means living in community, listening with 
depth, developing empathy for those we don’t know or can’t com-
prehend, and understanding that we are all deeply connected. 

At CRC, we see the fruits of restorative work every day. In 
a mediation, one man exclaimed, “We haven’t talked this 
much in two years!” This is not just a statement of fact, it’s a 

statement of relief and connection. This is restorative work. 
Restoring relationship, even if people are parting ways. 

Another example of restoration: CRC schools programming. 
CRC staff  in Duluth, St. Cloud, and Minneapolis work with mid-
dle and high school students doing confl ict resolution education 
(in circles), mediation, and confl ict coaching. Last school year, 
we were in Washburn and Camden High Schools in Minne-
apolis. We were told at a restorative coalition meeting, that the 
police had received no calls from either school all year, and that 
they directly attributed this fact to CRC’s presence in the schools. 
100% of school staff  and student respondents to our survey re-
ported that students were positively supporting each other, with 
students saying that this happens literally on a daily basis. This is 
restoration, and restoration is indeed an antidote to despair.

AND, this restorative work also demonstrates that “WE ARE 
STORY MAKERS, NOT JUST STORYTELLERS.” The individ-
ual empowerment and community connection that comes from 
restorative processes, that focus on not just what we do, but 
also how we do it, transforms each of us into creators of a new 
way of being together. We are each developing and sharing a 
new world view. This is a call to action. Flourishing doesn’t just 
happen. We have to make it happen. 

So now, onward to begin our next 40 years!

Warmly,

JANET COLLINS
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Restorative Community 
Circles Program and 
Restorative Internship 
Program begin

MMP becomes Conflict Resolution 
Center (CRC) to better reflect its 
increase in service area and increase in 
programming (not just mediation)

CRC establishes itself as 
an anti-racist organization, 
reflecting the community 
it serves

MISSION
CRC’s mission is to be unwavering in breaking down barriers and building 
bridges to honor each individual’s voice and their right to equity by creating 
spaces for transforming conflict into opportunity and harms into healing.

Conflict Resolution Center (CRC) responds to and prevents conflict 
through humanizing and loving approaches with individuals and 
communities. CRC’s services are restorative, including mediation, 
conflict coaching, community circles, youth diversion, mediation 
training, and conflict resolution education– in communities, schools, 
organizations, families, and courts. CRC’s services focus on co-
creating community stability, focusing on communities that suffer the 
effects of racism and other social harms, such as poverty, violence, 
addiction, and involvement in the criminal justice system. 

CRC’s restorative approaches develop safe spaces for community 
members to be vulnerable, share difficult experiences and struggles, 
and feel understood and appreciated. Restorative mediations and 
circles are culturally inclusive and trauma-responsive by practicing 
methods that incorporate time for grounding and settling, create 
supportive, predictable environments, appreciate each individual, 
and practice nonjudgment and gratitude. Restorative processes 
prevent violent reactions to conflict situations by helping individuals 
heal from past harms, repair relationships, learn productive conflict 
resolution skills, and promote caring and connection in families, 
neighborhoods and communities.
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2023 FINANCIAL REPORT
INCOME
Contributed............................... $136,229
Contracts................................... $655,927
Fee for Services........................... $71,849
Other............................................$2,854
TOTAL INCOME................... $866,859.43

EXPENSES
Youth Restorative Services... $230,304 
Mediation & Facilitation........ $412,294
Adult Restorative Services.... $336,987
Training....................................... $70,175
TOTAL EXPENSES................. $1,049,761
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CIRCLE MEMBERS
CIRCLE OF HUMANITY 
$5,000 AND UP
UNITEDHEALTH GROUP
THE SHARED FUND

CIRCLE OF RESTORATION 
$2,500 - $4,999
ROBERT MCKLVEEN & 
ELLEN JONES

CIRCLE OF COMMUNITY 
$1,000 - $2,499
LANDON ASCHEMANN
SHARON GOENS-BRADLEY
SANDEEP NANDI

OUR SUPPORTING PARTNERS
Thank you to Otto Bremer Trust, Community Mediation MN, Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation, 
Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches, Hennepin County, Hennepin County Bar Foundation, Lloyd K. 
Johnson Foundation, The Minneapolis Foundation, Minneapolis Pubic Schools, MN Fourth District Court, 
MN Dept of Human Services, MN Office of Justice Programs, MN Housing Finance Agency, MN Office of 
Collaboration and Dispute Resolution, MN State Bar Association, MN Supreme Court Administrator’s Office, 
City of Richfield, Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation, The Shared Fund, and Stevens Square Foundation.

40TH ANNIVERSARY GIFTS
We are grateful to our donors and community partners, not only for the financial 
support, but also for the recognition of the importance of restorative and 
mediation services to our community members in trauma reduction and healing, 
violence prevention, individual empowerment, and connection to community.

DONORS $1-$999
BART & GIFTY JOY ABBAN
DAVID ABRAMSON
KAYE BARBER
M J BAUER
PATRICK & MARIANNE 
CAROLAN
JANET CARPENTER
JANET COLLINS
SKYLAR FARB
BEN & SANDRA FEIST

FITZGERALD HOME 
HEALTH CARE
SOPHIE FREEDMAN
FERN GERSHONE
CHARLES GOOD
KATHLEEN JONES
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DANIEL KOS
CAROLYN LATADY
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MONIQUE MACKENZIE
ALEJANDRO MALDONADO
SYLVIA MATEKOLE
KABIR MOHAMED
ELIZABETH MORAN
JULIA PAULSEN MULLIN
ALYSHA PRICE
ALLISON REESE
JACK REULER

ROSEANNA ROSS
LINDA ROST
DORIS RUNA
HEIDI SALEH
STEPHEN SWANSON
ADAM TALLE
DAVID TREVOR
BILL VANDERWALL
MICHELENE VERLAUTZ
CHAR VOIGHT


